[Syncope: general characteristics and its relation to age].
We retrospectively analyzed the clinical data of 146 patients admitted to a general hospital with the diagnosis of syncope. A definite or highly likely cause was identified in 91 patients (62%). These were of cardiovascular origin in 78%: conduction defects (31), sinus node disease (9), obstructive causes (8), ventricular arrhythmia (8), ischemia (5) and miscellaneous (14). A non cardiovascular origin was present in 22% of patients: intoxication (7), hysteria (5), hypoxemia (3), vasovagal (2), gastrointestinal bleeding (2) and 2 others. The final diagnosis in patients with a known cause was established by the history and physical examination in 16, the ECG in 42, Holter 9, ECG monitoring in ICU 8 and echocardiogram 6. No difference in the distribution of causes was present between patients below or above 65 years of age. In hospital mortality was 2%.